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|Down a garden path

Neuw site for Latin American plants
will be learning, teaching resource

| By Phil Williams

Tucked away hehind
Baldwin Hall on Nosth
5 T:-:w garden
‘| will soon be providing
| visitors with beauny and
I:I‘.ID'A'TI:!!FE.T‘WF: will
be nothing else quite
I.i.l'..l:-' it i Gunrgj:..
' The Latin American
Ethnobotanical Garden ¥
will contain plants of ¥
medical and cultural im-
portance to native peoples
of Latin America, sccording to
Brent Berlin, Graham Perdue Pro-
fessor of Anthropology and direc-
tor of UGA" Center for Latin
American and Caribbean Studies.
“When fully operational, somme-
time in 2000, the garden will be
available a5 2 new resource for
teaching, research amd service 1o
the university and greater Athens
community,” says Berlin, “Weplan
for as many as 250 distinet species
of plants from Latin America with
ethnobotanical importance,™
The public s invited to a small
ceremony honoring the first plant-
img at the garden on Oer., 12, from
3:30 to 5 p.m. at the site on the
cormer qlp'im'hm'rm andl+ Baldwin
streets. Eugene Odum, founder of
the Institute of Ecology, will plant
the first tree in the garden. Other
kers will include Berling Dean
yatt Anderson of the Franklin
Callege of Ar and Sciences; Ron
Carroll, director of the lh:ﬁrutcuf
Ecology; and Stephen Kowalewsli,
head of the anthropology depart-
ment. Andean folk music will be
provided by Grupo Culoara -and
Balivian dancing (Suri Sikuri)
will be performed by Candace
Stonghton and Aly Yéper. Tradi-
tional Peruvian food will be pro-
vided by Caliente Cab,
In addition, Ddum and Fausto

; e
Sarmienno will sign copies of the

new Spanish translation of

Chdum'a boak : A Bridge
Between Science and Soctety,
Sarmiento, associate director
of CLACS and adjuonct faculty
meimnber in the Instane of Ecol-
ogy, translared Odom's influen-
tial book following Odum's 1997
reviston of the 1990 publication.
“I farst hedard abone Dr. Odum
when | was 2 student in Ecua-
dor,” says Sarmiento. “T knew thar
I wanted to come here some day
ilﬂ'_li_i;d}' with him,”
ranstation, Emlogia, Ef
puente entre cliemcia ¥ sociedad, was
pust published by McGraw-Hilly
Interamericana and 15 the firsc

‘major publishing projece For
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CLACS. Odum’s book was iftended to
be "notonly a texthook For beginning
stadents, but also a citizen’s guide to the
principals of médern ecology as the
relate oo today's dhrears wo our eart

me.

The official opening of the gprowing

garden will be held in October 2000 s

! part of the seventh International Con-

. gress of Ethnobiology, which will meet
om the UGA campas.

The garden will serve the puhblic

through inter-
MORE INFO

pretive display,

provide a la -
mmﬂmﬁr tory for facaley
Caribbean Stugies a1 27 student re-
* B42-9079 or e-madl - search and offer

an outdoor class-
room for learnin

. groups, It wiﬁ

ccomplement the campus and yet be :1;
tinguishable 553 uni lace, Recye

[.mamhﬂt lrucnq:um;]:hasi:-rd in the
construction of the garden.

The Latin American Erhnobotani-
scal Garden has been made possible by a
grant from the Katherine John Murphy

Foundation. Active participants in the
garden at UGA include the libomtories
of ethnobiology in the an ]
department, CLACS, the State fii-
cal Crarden, the Small Business Diey

ment Center, the horticulture depart-
ment, the corporate and foundation
relations department, the Office of.
Internationa Dn‘nﬂnrment and the
grounds department of pliysical plant.

Also collaborating on. the project is

El Calegiode la Frontera Sur of Chiapas
1(Mexico), as part of an OnEing aca-
demic exchange with UGA,

*This has been a fully collaborative
effort from the outset, " says Berlin. “The
: ﬁlmmmwilpur[ of the Katherine John

urphy Foundation provided the G-
nancial I:mijn to begin and maintsin
the garden amf'dir: enthusiastic effores
of numereus students, seaff and facalty
have made it pessible to produce some-
-rhmiznnrm Weare especially graveful
for the fine work of the physical plane,
and to Cheryl Mihalko, who is respon-
_sible for the garden's desipn.
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