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Husghe and Carsd Mo
cxplare she local flora,

The State Botanical Garden of Georgia

O n May 6, 1999, a covpera-
tive agreement was signed by
representatives of The State
Botanical Ganden ul‘l'.';cwl:ja
and the Jardin Botdnion "Dr.
Miguel J. Culaczati™ in Huerta
Grande, Cordoba, Argentina. 5o
began the chain of events
leacling 1o a recent visit o
Argentina liy a delegation from
the State Botanical Garden and
University of Georgia.

The delegation which
departed Athens on February
{4, 2000, consisted of myself,
. Jim Affolter {Director of
Bezzarch), D Dave Giannas
(Director of the UGA Her-
barium), Ms. Cheryl Mihalko (Landscape Architect,
Business Outreach Services), Mana Baovarrs
(Instructer, Apricultural] Leadership, Educacion &
Communication), Rebekah Chapman (Graduare
Student in Ecology), 2nd Hugh and Caral Mowrse
(Phetegraphers), The travel was funded in pare by a
grant from the Stanley Smich Hercioulocral Touse;
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r|'||.' Hﬂtlm J'.'Jill. I:I'IEIII.' 1IN L'T‘Iht'liu
An overnighe fighs (10 howrs) from Adanea
Hamshield Airport and....ics summenime in Buenos

Adres, Argentina's largest ciry, In fagr, more than half

of Argentina's 33 millien people live in Buenos
Adres, a sprawling cisy which sits aside the Rio de la
PMara. che world's largest esmary, Buenos Aires is che
cconomic center the polivical cenrer. the culnaral
censer--the center of almoss everything, One of our
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Cluchi Ceeral, JULSE awEe |.—.|.I.I'II|I|I.' of the Ervees: teerain Ful.l.l'u] i the Fluernas Grande ares.

new Argentine friends jokingly sid that, "God is
everywhere,., bur his office in Buenos Aires.”

Cardoba Ciry is Argenring's second largest iy 2
ane hour flight norhwest of Buenos Aires, Heurta
Grande, our destination, i5 77 km from Céndoba
Ciry aran alvicude just wnder 1000 meters, Heuna
Grande is one of several srall towns in che Valle de
Punilla et were once popilar summer resores dise
to cooler summer remperatures, Although many of
the homes stll exist, many hotwls are dosed or lack
tse luster of years past,

Argentina's economy is depressed and chere is
high unemployment. A country with & high literacy
rate, many college graduares are unable to find work
in their profesions, Mamy Familics live "on the edge”
barely making ends meer. Stll, the poople are upbear
and hopeful of berer tines o come,

The Jardin Botinico "D, Miguel J. Culsciasi™ is
marned after the former owner. His granddaughrer
o serves a8 director of the ren year old garden. A
frrver cstate gasden, it i primarily an arborerum
containing maruse specinens of numenos e
species. About five acres in size, it connains an
interesting diversity of plant species ranging from
palms to conifers.

The purpose of our visie was three fold, 1) o
conduct 2 muscun assessiment survey and gatker

frausined on page [ 1)



