Reaching Out
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dhata for a master plan, 2) 1o ssudy ecolopgical variation
of secondary compounds in several narive species of
aromatic plants, and 3) o stedy agriculoural educa.
vien models used successfully in the region, Mihalko
and [ eoncentrated on the fine of these, Affolter,
Lk, and Chaproan on the second, and Navarm
et the third. (Mavarmo speaks Buent Spanish and
served as our official manslasor when broken Spanish
and hand signals weren'r sufficient!)

Medicinal and aramaric plants are collecred in the
wild in huge quantisies, Naural remedies are popular
in Argentina and herbal reas, c... yerba mate, are
popular boverages. Many of these plant species are
threarenad in the wild duc 10 overcollection, Many
familics supplement their incomes by collecring such
phants while some Bmilies depend on collecting for
their earire subsistence,

Affofrer's knowledge of plant conservation practices
will help develop strategics for sustinable prodiscrion
thereby rexducing pressure on wild populations,
Glanmasi's knowledge of aromatic chemisery will help
adentify superior clones, Chapman will be working on

Nose Knows
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souinds. Organoleptic is an adjective thar means
“involving the use of sense organs”, so our ficld
analysis involved a lor of saiffing, Even the least
expericnced among us could casily derecr differences
in Fragrance from plans to plant; the mose asmure
(Giannasi and Lagrotceria) could detece and name
specific chemical oils thar were conspicuous in one
plant or another,

Back in the Liboratery we will analyse the samples
using technigques such as thin layer and gas chroma-
vopraphy. This will enable us to identify and
quantify the moss imperrant aromatic constitsens.
W also purchased some samples of these specics
from lherb stores in Céndoba, which will be included
in the analyzes. The results of this work will be
interesting from an ccological perspoctive sinee
vanation in plant chemistry can provide cdues 1o
cosdogical and evolurionary strategies thar plant
species pursue 1o deter herbivoses, batele micro-
erganisas. or enhance their physiological competi-
tiveness, From a practical perspective, the chemical
vasiarion we document in these ecological srudics
may be uschul to herb supplices interested in
selecting superior clones from natural popularions
for agriculiuzzl producion. As feld biologists, we
bearned it somctimes pays to be nosey! &

severz] of these specics For her master's rescarch.,

Mavarm, 2 native DFSJMII'H. has seudicd instructional
and edwcarional delivery programs in several foreipn
COWRCrE, Suooes in EEI:I:iI'I.E bocal p-h_m: collectors and
FFOWETS [0 ﬂdl'-"F'! sistainabls pr&dut!ﬁm I!-nrJ':ni:"l::
will respuire 2 understanding of how to convey the
informarion-—-hew eo get them o abandon old ways
and ger them ra adopted new ones,

It is difficulr 1o predice just whar the success of
our vensure will be. We can moss cemainly provide
the fardin Bordnico with informarien and advice
necded in Iht‘i!’]ﬁhg-mlﬂ:’ and strategic plans,
Hopelully che nuaster plan may include an
ethmlsrznic callecton where Fh.:n:up[r.' can come aned
s first-hand native aremaiic and medicinal plamt
species thar are ciidangered in che wild, Salf and
student exchanges are a possthility in the future.

One thing is cemtain—we live in a global sociery
and global environment. We must manage our
resources carcfully and help echers do the same.
Iselation won't salve the word's environmental
problems, We must reach ous and work together. &

Irrigacion
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msect infestation. Fertiline sparingly during periods
of warer stpess, Manes rl".'l'|l.lv:'l1 d:r' Ciifet an m-l:m:i.tl[}"
dermant state to conserve moisture. You don’t wang
to encourage active growth than can not be sus-
tained due o kek of modsmure,

Finally, never water during the heat of the day,
This s the rime for greacest water loss due 1o
cvaporation. Try to irrigate easly in the morning or
late in the evening. And run your sprinklers when
there is lirtle wind o insure thar the water you
distribure remaing where you pat it and is not blown
into your driveway or streer!

W rry 10 21 our overhead sprinklers to deliver 2n
inch of water per bour, Warering well at this rate once a
week is all mosy landseapes should poguire. Tt is berrer
1o par o sulficient water once 3 week than oo deliver
smaller amounts more often. You wait your F||.'||1|:. e
develop pood, deep root systems det will sustain them
during droughe pertods. How aften and how misch
wou wazer will effece oot development.

Owur environment & changing, We must mend oer
ways and make plans to conserve species and resources.
By adhering 1o goad water management practices, we
can all muke a difference. One drop ae 2 time_., &
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